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Stock#: 29046
Map Maker: Laurie & Whittle

Date: 1794
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 23.5 x 17.25 inches

Price: $ 295.00

Description:

Charting the eastern coastline of the Indian subcontinent, The Coast of India, from Point Gordeware to the
Ganges, Comprehending part of the Coast of Golconda, the Coasts of Orissa and Bengal, with the Mouth of
Hoogly River delineates the maritime geography of the late 18th century. Published by the eminent firm of
Laurie & Whittle in London, in 1794, this significant chart presents an unparalleled, accurate depiction of
the regions from Golconda to Bengal, including the estuarine complex of the revered Ganges River.

During the late 18th century, an era marked by burgeoning imperial interests and expanding maritime
commerce, accurate navigation charts were in high demand. British maritime enterprises, most notably
the East India Company, had cemented a strong presence in the Indian subcontinent, making the region a
hub of trade and cultural exchange. In this historical context, the work of Laurie & Whittle – well-known
for their precise, detailed cartographic productions – gained notable importance.

This chart, with its distinctive features, stands as an emblem of the era's navigational practices. The
inclusion of six coastal profiles and hundreds of soundings reflects the meticulous marine surveys
undertaken at the time. The chart also highlights the significant hydrographic detail of the Hoogly River –
a key tributary of the Ganges River and a critical navigational route during this period, demonstrating its
strategic importance for maritime activities.

The depiction of the vast Ganges delta, where numerous branches of the river meet the Bay of Bengal,
exemplifies the chart's geographical accuracy and level of detail. Furthermore, the representation of the
diverse coastal regions – spanning from the historic region of Golconda in the south to Bengal in the north
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– provides an intricate portrayal of the coastline, its landmarks, and salient features.

In essence, The Coast of India, from Point Gordeware to the Ganges, Comprehending part of the Coast of
Golconda, the Coasts of Orissa and Bengal, with the Mouth of Hoogly River provides a comprehensive
maritime geography of the eastern Indian coast during the zenith of British presence. Beyond its practical
navigational utility, it serves as an insightful artifact, shedding light on the geographical knowledge and
maritime practices of the late 18th century.

Detailed Condition:
Minor soiling and offsetting.


