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Stock#: 24287
Map Maker: Schmidt Label & Litho. Co.

Date: 1886
Place: San Francisco
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 25 x 19 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare early map of the El Cajon area, comprising the east end of the El Cajon Valley and the former Rancho
El Cajon, showing the lands of the Pacific Coast Land Bureau which were then being prepared for sale,
with an inset map of greater San Diego, showing the location of the "S" Tract in Ranch El Cajon.

This rare promotional map includes a map, the names of the various land agents and auctioneers handling
the sale of the property and the financing terms available to buyers. The map shows the course of the San
Diego Flume Company line as it winds its wsay thrugh the valley, along with the subdivided lots at the
west end of the Valley and the must larger parcels to the east. Several landowers are noted, including
Louis Guillaum, W.E. Flinn and Jonathan Perkins. Several early East County Roads are also shown, along
iwth the Monte Tunnel.

The Pacific Coast Land Bureau had two noteworthy projects in San Diego County, this development in the
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El Cajon Valley and a development which would become known as "La Jolla Park." As noted in Richard F.
Pourade's The History of San Diego,

By mid-1886 several thousand persons were arriving in San Diego monthly by train and ship. . . . A
townsite was laid out in El Cajon Valley by the El Cajon Valley Company, of which Ephraim Morse was a
principal figure. A second hotel, the Corona, had an observation tower from which prospective buyers
could select their lands. The Pacific Coast Land Bureau loaded fifteen carriages and coaches with
prospective buyers and took them to see the beauties of the valley. Lots were sold in a spirited auction.
The El Cajon Valley Company also laid out the inland town of Lakeside and construction of a hotel there
was begun.

While some of the land was undoubtedly sold, a significant portion of the S Tract was still unsold and the
portion south of the Interest Highway 8 was purchased shortly after World War II by Col. Ed Fletcher and
used as a family retreat.

The Pacific Coast Land Bureau was an active agent for the sale of real estate in Southern California. As
noted by Enda Monch Parker at p. 110-111 of The Southern Pacific Railroad and Settlement in California
(Pacific Historical Review, Vol. VI, no. 2, 1937)

the Pacific Coast Land Bureau was of definite assistance to the Southern Pacific. This Bureau, active in the
[1870s and 1880s], was organized by a number of landowners in San Francisco. With offices at 22
Montgomery Street, it conducted sub-agencies in each [Southern California] county, and branch offices in
Omaha, New York, New Orleans, London and Hamburg. in its publication, the California Guide Book, the
Bureau stated taht it was the General Agent for hte sale of lands belonging to the Central and Southern
Pacific Railroads.

The map is extremely rare. OCLC does not locate an example of the map and we have found no other
references to the map in any public or private collections.

Detailed Condition:
Flattened and backed with thin archival tissue. Some restorations in facsimile.


