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Stock#: 21463
Map Maker: Heyns

Date: 1598
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 6.5 x 6 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fascinating plan depicting the remnants of Arx Britanica (also called Huis Britten, Brittenberg and Arx
Britannica) Roman Castle at the mouth of the Rhine River.

Arx Britanica was fortress constructed by the Romans. The foundation of the fortress was one of the most
prominent geological landmarks on the coast of Holland and could be seen at low tide at the mouth of the
Middle Rhine. Legend explains that the castle was constructed at the time of the Roman Emperor Caligula,
during his conquest of Britain, or by Drusus, with a later alter during the time of Claudius, who conducted
an expedition to Britain. By the end of the 17th Century, "the sea had advanced sixteen hundred paces
beyond it." Marsch, The Earth and Modfied by Man's Action.

Depictions of the Fortress are quite rare. Abraham Ortelius made a drawing of the building in 1567, which
was copied in an engraving dated 1581. Guicciardini produced a map of Arx Britannica in 1612. Langenes
also made a small map in 1649, as did Blaeu in the same year. Moll's map of the Netherlands includes a
plan.

Detailed Condition:
Minor waterstain. Trimmed into title at top margin.


