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Stock#: 19706
Map Maker: General Land Office

Date: 1884
Place: Colorado
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 20 x 13 inches

Price: $ 575.00

Description:

Fascinating Clear Creek County, Colorado Plat Map and GLO Mineral Certificate, confirming the mining
claim of Marcus W. Rasbach to mining rights first claimed on June 30, 1881.

A fine example of a General Land Office Mineral Certificate, consisting of a finely engraved frontice
masthead of the United States of America General Land Office, finely executed manuscript plat map and
mostly manuscript text (12 pages), along with an elaborate official seal, original silk ties and facsimile
signature of Chester A. Arthur, President of the United States of America.

The finely executed manuscript Plat Map (200 feet to 1 inch) of Rasbach's claim shows an area along
South Clear Creek, which includes the route of the Central Colorado Railroad, a flume, 2 houses and a
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barn, along with 3 shafts and the location of the pits.

Marcus W. Rasbach appears to have led a fascinating double life. In 1873, he is listed as the Treasurer of
the Herkimer & Mohawk Railroad. In this same period, Rasbach also served as Cashier at the Herkimer
Bank in New York and operated a provisions store in Herkimer. GLO records show that between 1876 and
1887, Marcus W. Rasbach also acquired 17 mining claims totaling approximately 710 acres, making him a
relatively large holder of such claims. Contemporary newspaper accounts note that on December 13,
1888, Rasbacher left Herkimer suddenly and was later discovered to have embezzled over $33,000 from
the Herkimer Bank. Contemporary accounts note that he apparently lost significant money in speculative
investments, which led to his demise. No mention of his activities in the West are included in these
accounts and were apparently unknown at the time.

While we have been unable to definitively link these two events, the correlation between the acquisition of
Rasbacher's Colorado mining claims and the New York Bank embezzlement is strong circumstantial
evidence that it is the same person, as is the fact that Rasbach's two known partners listed by the GLO on
2 of his claims were Mary Lewis and William Lewis, both of whom can be traced to Herkimer County, New
York, in the same time period.

Clear Creek was originally named Cannonball Creek. The name can be traced to the Stephen H. Long
expedition. In the 1830s, Cannonball Creek became known as Vasquez Fork and Vasquez River, after the
fur trader Louis Vasquez who had his fort at the mouth of the river and trapped along its banks. The
modern name of Clear Creek can be traced to the Gold Rush of 1859. The creek is famous as the location
of the most intense early mining activity during the Colorado Gold Rush of 1859. Rasbach's claim is
relatively late in Clear Creek's history, which may account for his failure.

Detailed Condition:
Near Fine


