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Stock#: 19208
Map Maker: Van Keulen

Date: 1753
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 21.5 x 16 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

From the Secret Atlas!

Nice example of this extremely rare sea chart of the area around Ningbo, Zhoushan and Mount Putuo
(Powto) in the Zheijang Province of China, at the mouth of the Yangtze Delta, just south of Shanghai, from
the Dutch East India' Company's Secret Atlas. 

The region depicted includes several important commercial trading centers and Mount Putuo, one of the
four sacred mountains. There are several detailed annotations based upon the first hand observations of
earlier commercial voyages by the VOC. The chart was created from manuscript charts compiled by the
Dutch East India Company (VOC), which were privately maintained over the course of the VOC's 200 year
history. It is the most detailed chart of the region published to date and is extremely rare, having only
been issued directly to VOC merchant ships bound for the region and never offered commercially for sale.
We are aware of only one other example which has been offered in a dealer catalogue in the past 25 years
and no examples offered at auction.

The Dutch East India Company (in Dutch, known as the VOC: Vereenigde Geoctroieerde Oostindische
Compagnie), was the dominant trade force in Asia for nearly 200 years. During this time, in aid of its
commerce, the VOC created many extremely detailed charts of the trading regions which it reached. From



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

(Ningbo / Zhoushan area) Paskaart van de Eylanden Cheuxan Lowang en alle deselss
onderhoorige Eylande met alle dieptens, droogtens, en ankergronden, deleeen aen de

kust van China strek kende van C. Avarellas of Montagne tot aan Lingpo te bekomen . .
.

Drawer Ref: China 1 Stock#: 19208
Page 2 of 2

the beginning, the VOC had its own mapmakers and the charts created by these mapmakers were kept in
secret, in order to maintain a trade advantage in the regions charted. The mapmaking firms of the Blaeu
Family and Van Keulen Family were integrally involved in the maintenance and updating of the VOC's
charts, which were maintained only in manuscript form, to minimize the risk of their falling into the hands
of others.

However, beginning in 1753, the VOC began to issue a printed atlas, which included charts to navigate the
waters from South Africa to Japan. The atlas was produced by Johannes (II) van Keulen, official
hydrographer to the VOC, and was officially known as Part VI of the Zee-Fakkel. The VOC was careful to
limit the use of its printed maps, so many sets are limited only to the regions which a particular merchant
ship would have visited on its journey. Because the maps were working charts and closely guarded by the
VOC and never sold commercially, the maps are extremely rare on the market.

Detailed Condition:
Old Color. Very minor damp stains near top.


