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Description:

A Rarity Meant to Guide Sailors through the South Atlantic

Very rare sea chart of the southern Atlantic Ocean, South America and the West Coast of Africa, issued by
William Herbert in London.

The general chart was issued separately and also included in William Herbert's influential A New
Directory for the East Indies, issued from ca. 1740 to 1790. It was based on a previous chart by John
Senex.

Drawn on the Mercator projection, the chart is riddled with rhumb lines, the better to plot a course with.
Although primarily meant as a navigational chart, albeit at a low resolution, the interiors of the
landmasses are also detailed. South America is riddled with rivers. Africa, by contrast, contains only
details close the coastline.

There are two unfinished coastlines on islands in the South Atlantic. Farther west, near the eastern
entrance to the Strait of Magellan, are parts of the Falklands and the tiny dots of the Sebald de Weerts.
The Sebalds or Sebaldines were charted by Sebald de Weert, a Dutchman, as he fled from the treacherous
Strait at the turn of the seventeenth century. Nearly a century later, in 1690, John Strong sailed amongst
nearby (or the same) islands and called them the Falklands.

To the east is “Cape Circumcision discovered 1739.” The island was discovered on January 1, 1739, the
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first time that land had been spotted south of the 50th parallel south. Bouvet de Lozier saw the island
through the fog. He was not able to land, and did not circumnavigate his discovery, thus not clarifying if it
was an island or part of a continent. This obscurity and potential made it of intense interest to
geographers.

Herbert's chart was intended for use by officers aboard East Indiamen and Royal Navy vessels sailing for
Australia, and the trading ports of India, Southeast Asia, and China. Some might have been intended for
Cape Horn, but very few voyages ventured in that direction before the 1760s.

These navigators and officers made up a niche market at the time, but their work was of the utmost
importance to the British Empire and global commerce more generally. These charts were therefore highly
prized by their users and heavily used at sea and in other trying environments. As a result, very few
examples of the charts and even fewer examples of the complete Directory have survived.

Rarity

The map is extremely rare. This is only the second example we have offered for sale since 1992.

Detailed Condition:
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