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Accurata Utopiae Tabula Das ist Der Neu entdeckten Schalk=Welt oder des so offt
benannten, und doch nmie erkannten Schlaraffenlandes . ..

Stock#: 14054

Map Maker: Seutter

Date: 1730

Place: Augsburg
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+

Size: 23 x 19.5 inches
Price: SOLD
Description:

Seutter's rare edition of the map of Utopia (Schlaraffenlande), one of several to apppear in the early part
of the 18th Century. Schlaraffenland is the German conception of Utopia, an imaginary land of idleness
and luxury, where, as described in the 16th Century satire of Hans Sachs, chickens, geese, and pigeons fly
around already cooked and waiting to be eaten, and every house is surrounded by a hedge of sausage.
Seutter's map expands this theme considerably, and his Schlaraffenland becomes the land of all vice with
names like Mammon, Stomach Empire, Land of Booze, Republic of Venerea, Tobacco Island, Prodigal
Kingdom, etc., all surrounded by four others: the kingdoms of Youth and Old Age, Terra Sancta Incognita
at the top, and Tartari Regnu -- the nether regions -- at the bottom. The geography is shown in remarkable
detail, and described at length in a large book that was published at the same time. The numerous place-
names on the map are nearly all puns, such as Alamode, Bacchanalia, and Cortisan; many of them are
quite crude. To the north is New Jerusalem, in the unknown country of the pious; to the south is the
kingdom of Hell, where all the inhabitants of Schlaraffenland will eventually arrive. Schlaraffenland maps
were issued by Dutch and German mapmakers between about 1700 and 1750. The present example by
Seutter is perhaps the scarcest, with a large ornate cartouche and striking color.
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