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Plan of the District of Adelaide, shewing the application of the Running Survey to that

locality.
Stock#: 103970
Map Maker: Williams
Date: 1841
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 20.75 x 29 inches Full Sheet
Price: $ 675.00
Description:
Early Map of Adelaide

Rare map of the area around Adelaide, published with Robert Kearsley Dawson's Report From Select
Committee on South Australia.

The map illustrates Adelaide and the region surrounding, centered on the 'City of Adelaide’, covering an
area from Port Adelaide in the north down to present day Brighton in the south The outlying area is
divided into blocks of land. Lots sold are shown in color, with the names of the owners also

shown. Trigonometrical survey stations are marked with dots enclosed in open circles.

A similar map was first issued by John Arrowsmith, with this later map issue in the Appendix to Report
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from Select Committee on South Australia (British Parliamentary Papers) in 1841.

As noted by Prescott:

The creation of the Province of South Australia took place in 1836 after many years of
negotiation with the Colonial Office, the first proposals having been made by Edward
Wakefield as early as 1829, and other proposals made later by the National Colonization
Society and the South Australian Land Company. Eventually the South Australian Association's
members managed to persuade Parliament to pass the South Australian Act. Authority for the
new province was to be shared between the Colonial Office and the Colonization Commission.
The surveying and allotment of land was achieved by March 1837 but the first ballot for
country sections was delayed until May 1838. This is the subject matter of Arrowsmith's map
of Adelaide which shows the allotment numbers and names of buyers.

[Arrowsmith's] map was first issued in February 1839 and again in February 1840. Both these
states are also found with additional parliamentary imprints in Parliamentary reports of one
kind or another. It is also found at the end of Robert Kearsley Dawson's Report on surveying.
The map was issued over a period of just over two years and is found in eight states. . . .

Adelaide

The South Australia colony was founded in 1836.The first surveys were supervised by Colonel William
Light, surveyor general of the colony. 150,000 acres were surveyed around Adelaide using a strict
trigonometric methodology, before the directors of the colony instructed a switch to faster rectangular
running surveys.

The first governor of the new colony was Captain John Hindmarsh who arrived December 28, 1838. In
1840 Adelaide was incorporated (the first incorporated city in Australia).

In 1840 Adelaide had a population of over 2,000. By 1850 Adelaide had a population of over 14,000. In
1900 Adelaide had a population of 162,000.

Rarity

This is the first example of the map we have seen.
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