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Stock#: 103374
Map Maker: Valk

Date: 1702 circa
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 22.5 x 18.5 inches

Price: $ 2,400.00

Description:

Scarce map of America, published in Amsterdam by Gerard Valk.

Valk's map of California shows many of the most fascinating myths of the 17th Century. California is
shown as an island on the so-called "second Sanson Model." A massive land bridge extends from just west
of Capo Blanco on the northern California coastline to Niphon, a curious adaptation of the legend of
Compagnie Land (shown here as a place name -- Terre de la Compagnie) and the continuous land bridge
from America to Asia, although adding the Detroit de Tzungaar (Strait of Tzungaar), a very rarely
mentioned mythical Strait between two islands of Japan.

The Great Lakes are oddly configured, with Lake Superior and Lake Michigan open ended to the West.
The Mississippi River is very ill conceived, pre-dating the radical improvements which would come with
Guilluame De L'Isle's map of North America of 1700 and Carte du Mexique of 1703.

The fine allegorical cartouches depict the booming trade then being conducted by Europeans in the New
World.

Detailed Condition:
Minor toning.


