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[ Florida / Great Hurricane of 1926 ] West Hollywood After the Hurricane Sept. 1926

Stock#: 101965

Map Maker: Clements

Date: 1926

Place: Hollywood, Florida
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG

Size: 41 x 8 inches
Price: $ 375.00
Description:

Fascinating contemporary panomaric photograph showing the aftermath of the devasting Great Miami
Hurricane of 1926 in West Hollywood, Florida.

The Great Miami Hurricane of 1926

By 1926, Dade County and the Greater Miami area had seen rapid population growth and extensive
construction, with the population surpassing 100,000—a significant increase from the 42,753 recorded in
the 1920 census. The burgeoning city expanded, incorporating neighboring settlements such as Lemon
City, Cocoanut Grove, and Little River. Miami Beach, created on barrier islands across Biscayne Bay, was
a hive of new building activity. The U.S. Government, recognizing Miami's potential for growth and
economic importance, had relocated a cooperative weather station to the city in 1900 and established a
first-order Weather Bureau Office in 1911.

The Great Miami Hurricane of 1926, originating from Cape Verde, was first detected by ship reports in the
central tropical Atlantic on September 11. It bypassed established Caribbean reporting channels, thus
remaining largely untracked. The centralized storm warning system in Washington, D.C., failed to issue
adequate warnings to Miami until less than 24 hours before the hurricane struck. Hurricane warnings
were only raised on the evening of September 17 by the Miami Weather Bureau Office, led by Richard
Gray.

As the hurricane made landfall on September 18, residents, inexperienced with hurricanes, mistakenly
ventured outside during the eye's temporary calm, believing the storm had passed. This interlude was
brief, and the hurricane's fiercest part soon followed, bringing a 10-foot storm surge that flooded Miami
Beach and areas of the city.
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The aftermath was devastating, with the Red Cross reporting 372 fatalities, over 6,000 injuries, and
damages equivalent to over $164 billion in today's currency. The hurricane struck Florida again near
Pensacola on September 20 before weakening as it moved to Mississippi and Louisiana.

Detailed Condition:
An early 20th century silver gelatin panorama. Despite minor yellowing in the whites, the print retains

excellent contrast.
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