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Stock#: 100052
Map Maker: Shope / Fletcher

Date: 1938
Place: Great Falls, MT
Color: Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 22 x 17 inches

Price: $ 395.00

Description:

With Artwork by "Shorty" Shope

Fascinating photo-pictorial map of Montana, published for the Montana Highway Department and
designed by Bob Fletcher, utilizing photographic images of Montana's major attractions and points of
interest.

The graphic cover art by Irvin "Shorty" Shope is a magnificent example of his work.

 

Born in Clear Lake, Iowa, in 1885, Bob Fletcher relocated to Montana in 1908, where he embarked on a
diverse career that included roles as a surveyor for the U.S. Reclamation and U.S. Land Services, and as
the Public Works Director in Helena. His career trajectory took a significant turn in 1928 when he joined
the State Highway Commission.

In 1935, Fletcher spearheaded the highway markers program to highlight points of interest along
Montana's roadways. This initiative, which he led for six years, saw Fletcher collaborate with department
graphic artist, known as 'Shorty' Shope, and sign-maker 'Ace' Kindrick. Together, they conceptualized,
designed, and constructed over 100 highway markers, many of which remain in place today. These
markers, paired with promotional materials for the State Highways Commission—written by Fletcher and
designed by Shope—represent a significant contribution to Montana's historical and cultural landscape. 
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Detailed Condition:


