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Description:

Early Natives in the New Netherlands

This woodcut depicts two native Americans of the New Netherlands region. The accompanying text
provides a detailed description of the lifestyle, culture, and practices of the indigenous peoples of the
region.
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The image appeared in Happel's Thesaurus Exoticorum, published in Hamburg in 1688. The text below
translates as follows:

"In the northern part of America to the east lies the large district which the Dutch, who were
mostly once masters of it, called New Netherlands. It is located between the 40th and 45th
degree of northern latitude and between the 299th and 305th degree of longitude. The land
has a climate like Italy's, with beautiful water, hearty trees, and crops, particularly good wine,
metals, various animals, especially a kind of unicorn, which are very wild.

The inhabitants are well-formed, drink water, and eat fish and meat. They eat when they're
hungry and drink when they're thirsty. Regarding clothing, the women adorn themselves more
than the men. Even though it gets very cold in the winter, they usually go naked until they are
13 years old. Only the modesty of the young girls is covered. They all wear a belt around their
waists made of snail shells, whale bones, and down feathers. The men wear a piece of leather,
fur, or cloth between their legs that is half an ell wide and nine-quarters long. So, a
rectangular piece hangs over the buttocks, and another over the stomach. The women wear an
underskirt interwoven with snail shells, sometimes costing up to three hundred guilders,
which extends past their knees. Over their naked bodies, they wear a deer hide with tassels
that dangle around.

Both men and women's top clothing is a long, wide strip fastened on the right shoulder with a
button and around the waist with a band. They use this strip as a nightgown. The women tie
their hair back in a ponytail and wear a square cap or headcover interwoven with snail shells.
They adorn their headbands with the same material. Around their necks and arms, they wear
cords made of the same snail shells; some also wear them around their waists. Before the
Dutch settled here, their shoes and stockings were made of deer and seal skins. Some also
wore shoes made of wicker, but later they began to wear Dutch shoes and stockings. The men
paint their faces with various colors. The women only put on a black spot here and there. Both
are very serious.

Their houses are mostly built in the same manner and are about twenty feet in width, although
some are longer and others shorter. The construction goes as follows: They stick shaved stakes
made from walnut trees into the ground around the marked circumference of the house. At the
top, they bend the tips in the manner of a corridor, tying several slats over the bent stakes.
Afterward, the walls and the roof are covered with bark from alders, ash trees, and chestnut
trees."
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Drawer Ref: Curiosities - People Stock#: 94087

2
Page 3 of 3



