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Stock#: 101388
Map Maker: Rand McNally & Company

Date: 1886 (1910 circa)
Place: San Francisco
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 14 x 16.3 inches

Price: $ 475.00

Description:

Early copy of this extremely rare map showing the partition of Rancho Mission of San Diego, pursuant to a
court case as determined in January 1886, one of the most important early land cases in the early history
of San Diego, which resolved ownership claims to more than half of the modern City of San Diego.

The Rancho Mission (or Ex-Mission) of San Diego patent was originally issued to Santiago Arguello by the
US Government on September 1, 1876. Following the issuance of the patent, ratifying Arguello's original
grant from the Mexican Government to Arguello in 1846, prior to the Mexican-American War, various
persons commenced litigation to establish ownership of various parts of the Rancho. The claims were
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based upon transfers made by Arguello and his successors after the original Mexican Land Grant was
made, some of which were made well after San Diego became a part of the United States, following the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848.

The partition lawsuit illustrated by this map ultimately sought to establish title between Juan Luco and
Juan de Toro. The initial determination by the Superior Court was made in 1886 and is illustrated in part
by this map and documents which would have been prepared at the same time following the court
decision. The case remained on appeal until it was resolved in 1891 by the California Supreme Court.

The map covers the region from the California Southern Rail Road right of way near Sorrento Valley in the
North to Chollas Creek in the South. In the southeast, the map extends to Spring Valley. In the East, the
map extends to the Cajon Ranch. The central part of the map locates Murphy Canyon Road and Mission
Valley, with the Roads from San Diego to Poway, the New Road from San Diego and the Road from San
Diego to El Cajon among the major roads noted. The map would seem to correspond with the present
location of Interstate 5 in the West and State Highway 94 in the South, with the large tract of land
excepted from the partition consisting of Old Town and New Town, San Diego.

Among the more interesting points located on the map is the "Bee House," almost certainly a reference to
John Stewart Harbison's homestead on the Sweetwater River, which he settled in the Spring of 1874, or
one of the other major honey producing farms in the area. Ironically, 1885 was probably the high point of
honey production in the City of San Diego, as a series of lawsuits by area fruit growers commenced in
1885 would have the effect of driving the industry out of San Diego over the next few years. The map also
coincides with a land boom within the City, which would peak over the next several years and include the
development of Coronado and several other major urban neighborhoods within the city.

The map includes many early placenames and the location of springs, important early houses, early
schools, landowners and other long since abandoned points of interest.

Rarity

The original map is of the utmost rarity.

We locate no examples in OCLC or in any California institutional collection, although the map is
referenced in at page 229 of A Bibliography Relating to The Geology, Palentology, and Mineral Resources
of California, Bulletin 30 of the California Division of Mines. The map is also referenced in San Diego
County Place Names A to Z by Leland Fetzer (p.71). So, it must be assumed that an unrecorded example
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exists in one or more California archives.

Detailed Condition:


