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Stock#: 99414
Map Maker: Thornton

Date: 1706 circa
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 21.25 x 17.25 inches

Price: $ 1,800.00

Description:

Used By An Early Map Scholar?

Detailed English Sea chart of the Southeastern Coastline of Africa, from Mozambique to Cape Town and
Table Bay.

The map includes redlining off the coast, with names in Portuguese.  While a first blush, the lines look like
the charting of an early voyage, this is more likely the work on an early English mapmaker or scholar,
attempting to compare this chart with an early Portuguese map, likely the map of Africa by Filippo
Pigafetta, recording the observations made by the Portuguese explorer Duarte Lopes between 1578 and
1584 or possibly the Claes map of the southern half of Africa.  The meticulous nature of the work is
evident, as there are also signs of earlier pencil annotations.

At the dawn of the 18th century, the southern part of Africa, stretching from Cape Bona Esperance to
Delagoa, stood as a region of considerable geostrategic and economic importance. This era, marked by the
burgeoning influence of European colonial powers, saw the coastline increasingly charted and contested
by nations vying for control over maritime trade routes and access to valuable resources.  

The map presents a detailed depiction of the coastline, illustrating significant geographical features and
settlements. It reflects the increased accuracy in cartography achieved during this period, aided by
advancements in navigation and surveying techniques. The Cape of Good Hope, labeled here as Cape Bona
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Esperance, was especially significant, serving as a critical waypoint for ships traveling between Europe
and the East Indies. Control of this region was fiercely contested, primarily between the Dutch, who
established a supply station at Cape Colony in 1652, and the British, who showed increasing interest in the
area. demand for resources, including human labor.  The area includes soundings and several anchorages
on the map.

The map's depiction of Delagoa Bay (present-day Maputo Bay in Mozambique) underscores the region's
role as a significant point of contact and conflict among European powers and local populations. By the
early 18th century, Portuguese influence was predominant in this area, which is marked with a Portuguese
flag, but also notes that it is a viable place for "all neceesary's to be hadd". 

Detailed Condition:


