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Colton's Central America
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Date: 1860 T

Place: New York

Color: Hand Colored

Condition: VG

Size: 16 x 13 inches

Price: $ 145.00

Description:

The 1862 map of Central America by the Colton Company is a historical artifact that provides a snapshot
of Central America's geopolitical landscape during the mid-19th century. The color-coded representation
of countries and provinces indicates the distinct political boundaries, reflecting a time of nation-building
following the region's independence from Spain.

The map includes insets of the Republic of Nicaragua and the Harbor of San Juan, emphasizing the
region's strategic importance. In the 1850s, Nicaragua's location made it a focal point for foreign interest,
including American businessman Cornelius Vanderbilt, who sought to establish a transoceanic canal.
William Walker's failed attempt to establish a private colony also shows the contentiousness of the region
during this period.

Additionally, the map contains insets of Manzanilla Island, Aspinwall City (now known as Coldn), and the
City of Panama, acknowledging the influence of the Panama Railroad. Completed in 1855, the railroad
connected the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, transforming these locations into significant transit points.

Furthermore, the delineation of provinces on the map reflects the cultural diversity of Central America,
hinting at the rich indigenous heritage of the region and the variety of languages, cultures, and traditions.

In summary, the 1862 Colton map of Central America provides valuable insight into the political,
economic, and social realities of the period. It serves as a reminder of Central America's historical past
and its role in global developments during the mid-19th century.
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