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Stock#: 94759
Map Maker: Lizars

Date: 1825 circa
Place: Edinburgh
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG
Size: 35 x 29.5 inches (if joined)

Price: $ 395.00

Description:

A fine example of Daniel Lizars' four-sheet map of Africa, an intriguing snapshot of the expanding frontiers
of European knowledge during the early 19th century. Compiled around 1825, the map reveals the
contours of the continent as they were understood by European cartographers of the period, a
juxtaposition of extensive detail along the coasts and vast, intriguingly blank spaces in the interior.

The coastal lines of Africa are meticulously plotted, a testament to rigorous scientific mapping carried out
by various European expeditions. Yet, the dearth of information about the continent's interior underscores
the mystery and intrigue that Africa held for European explorers. The great swathes of uncharted
territories offer a stark reminder of the geographical unknowns that still persisted in an era characterized
by rapid exploration and colonial expansion.

Noteworthy are the few incursions into the continent's interior, most of which were concentrated in
regions under European colonial influence. These include South Africa, where Dutch and British explorers
ventured inland, as well as Mozambique, Angola, and the Congo, where Portuguese expeditions had
managed to map parts of the interior. Other areas that saw some exploration were the Lower Nile Valley,
the focus of French and British efforts, and certain regions of West Africa.

The explorations in West Africa, though not as extensive, were particularly significant. The Africa
Association, established in London in 1788, sponsored numerous expeditions to navigate the Niger and
Gambia rivers, fueled by the hope of discovering the fabled city of Timbuktu, a key trading hub in African
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lore. The most prominent figure in these efforts was Mungo Park, whose expeditions from 1795 to 1806
filled in a crescent of detail cutting across the map's empty space in West Africa. However, despite these
British endeavors, it was French explorers such as René Caillié, working for the Société de Géographie,
who would ultimately reach Timbuktu and cement French dominance over the interior of West Africa.

Lizars' map provides invaluable insights into how Africa was perceived and understood in the early 19th
century, capturing the shifting frontier between the known and the unknown, and the ambitious
undertakings that sought to illuminate the continent's mysteries.

Detailed Condition:
Four sheets, unjoined. Original hand-color in outline. Some offsetting.


