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Stock#: 78642
Map Maker: Anonymous

Date: 1551 circa
Place: Frankfurt
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 2.5 x 3.75 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

A fascinating early woodblock showing the concept of a "handsonnenuhr" or "hand sundial," a primitive
way of telling time. This depiction first appeared in the very scarce early German astronomical text Des
Himmels Lauffes Wirckung und Naturliche Influentz der Planeten. . ., published at Christian Egenolffs's
printing studio in Frankfurt.

The principle of a hand sundial is you can estimate the time of day by holding a small stick in your hand
(left in the morning and right in the afternoon) and facing away from the sun. Then, you see where the
shadow of the stick falls in your hand, and using a diagram such as the present, you can then estimate the
time of day.
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The text around the woodblock is a gnomic poem, which helps the reader to remember how to operate one
of these. The rest of Des Himmels. . . included numerous other woodblock prints showing the tools and
mythologies surrounding the study of the stars.

Detailed Condition:
See-through to text on verso.


