
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Carte Des Possessions Angloises & Francoises Du Continent De L'Amerique
Septentionale . . . 1755

Drawer Ref: United States 2 Stock#: 78253
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 78253
Map Maker: Ottens

Date: 1755
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 22 x 18 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Nice example of Ottens's uncommon map of the British and French possessions in North America, which
reflects French and English claims in the region on the eve of the French and Indian War.

The map is drawn directly from John Palairet's highly important map of the same title, which accompanied
Palairet's A Concise Description of the English and French Possessions in North-America. . ., published in
London in 1755.

The map depicts the English Colonies in yellow and the French Colonies in green. Areas that were
disputed, the basis for the French and Indian War, are in pink. Consistent with the notes in the legend, the
French forts are identified in red and most are also circled. Owing to his Dutch connections, Palairet's map
was undoubtedly available very quickly in Amsterdam and this Dutch edition provides a fine snapshot of
the English vision of the French encroachments into regions which the English were seeking through
alliances with the Indians and early settlements. It would be only a matter of months before the disputed
area shown on the map would lead to open conflict.

Jean Palairet was an English mapmaker born in France. At the time of publication, he was serving as the
agent to the Dutch States-General in London. Palairet's map is one of the earliest folio-sized maps of the
Colonies to incorporate the information from John Mitchell's seminal 8 sheet map.

The map shows the cartographic features present in the first state of Palairet's map, predating the revision
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which would show the northernmost boundary line as a straight line separating the British Hudson Bay
claims from the French Canadian claim. A second east-west boundary line also runs through Canada.

Palairet's rare map and his accompanying pamphlet were published simultaneously in English and French
and provide a fascinating picture of the North American Colonies on the eve of the French & Indian War.
It describes the relevant facts in dispute between the two claimants in 69 pages. In the preface of his
pamphlet, Palairet notes:

The method in which I have coloured it, will easily discover the English and French
Possessions, as well the countries that are now the subject of contest between those two
nations, as the forts which the French have built, or taken in the midst of the English Colonies,
and in the countries claimed by the English."

The pamphlet describes the events leading up to the conflict in much detail. Together the map and
pamphlet are very rare, so much so that Thomas Streeter believed his copy to be unique.

Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color, retouched. Small repaired loss between e and p of Septentrionale in title.


