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Description:

Manuscript Plan of Veracruz's Plaza Contaduria, the Accounting Place of Empire

This is a plan of one of Veracruz's plazas. This particular plaza, Contaduria, was used to monitor
commerce, as Veracruz was the most important port in New Spain. The plan is signed by a Miguel de
Cerras and is dated August 12, 1791.

The plan shows the Plaza Contaduria, or the Plaza of Accounting. It includes its buildings, their exits to the
streets, and the way to the pier, where ships were unloaded. The areas in pink are buildings, probably
barracks, that face the sea (T, V) and which close off the plaza (X). The yellow area is where people can
seek manufactured goods.

At the bottom are several buildings. This is the entrance and exit to the pier, while the surrounding
buildings include a chapel (B), a guardhouse (C), offices, depositories (F), the Registry Office (G), the
Tribunal (J), the warehouse of the Royal Treasure (referring to the goods brought on the annual flotilla
from Spain) (M), and a provisional powder store (R).

Veracruz was an important city in the Spanish American empire. From the sixteenth century, Spain
operated a closed monopoly of trade with its colonies; the colonies were only allowed to trade in Spanish
goods brought on Spanish ships, although many smugglers and pirates undermined this system. Veracruz
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was the port on New Spain's eastern coast that received the Spanish treasure galleons, while Acapulco
served this function on the west coast. The goods were then taken by wagon to the interior and sold at
lucrative fairs; each fair produced around 20 million pesos worth of trade.

By the time this map was made, in 1791, Spain has begun to ease it closed policy. The last flotilla arrived
in 1778, after which Spain began allowing foreign traders to unload and sell their wares in port cities,
including Veracruz. They would have had to bring their cargoes to the Plaza Contaduria for inspection and
valuation before being sold.

Veracruz was founded by Cortez when he landed on the mainland of New Spain in 1519. It received a coat
of arms in 1523, the first place on mainland America to receive one. Veracruz's main exports were silver
and gold, while its imports were numerous as Spain forbid the manufacturing of many goods in the New
World.

From initial contact until today, Veracruz has been Mexico's most prominent port and it was the last place
that Spain gave up when Mexico became independent. Most of Mexico was liberated in 1821, but the
Spanish held the island off of Veracruz, San Juan de Ulua, until 1825. This manuscript plan shows some of
the infrastructure that made Veracruz so important to Mexicans and Spaniards alike.

Transcription of the title and key:

Plano que manifiesta la Plaza nombrada de Contraduria, y los Edificis que la constituyen; con los
respectivas desembocaduras de las Calles, y salida al Muelle Explicacion.

1. A. Puertas de entrada y salida al Muelle.

2. Capilla de N.S. de Guadalupe.

3. Portico que sirve de garita a los guardas destinados al registro de lo que entra.
4. Oficina del Comand/te del resguardo

5. Cobertizo y pieza en que se alojan los Guanrdas.

6. F. Porticos duplos que sirven para depositar los efectos del Comercio mientras se registran; como
también para los fines de la Rl Tesoreria.

Oficio de Registras.

oficina de Marina

Sala y oficina de la Rl Concaduria

Sala del Tribunal

Patinillo con los lugares comunes y escalera que sube a las Azoteas
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
. Terreno en que se soliciera fabricar

SR
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Sala y oficina de la Rl Tesoreria

Almacen del Real Tesoro

Portico delante de los Cuerpos de guardia de la Puerta del Mar

Cuerpo de Guardia del Oficial

Ydem de la Tropa

Tres piezas que ocupan los marineros de la salud de Ventas, y sus peltrechos
Polvero provisional

Porcion de Muralla

Porcion de la Cuadra de San Francisco enfrente del mar al Noreste Ydem del Caserio que mira
también al mar

Ydem de las dos cuadros de la parte que cierra la Plaza

Calle de los oficios

Calle de la Piccoba

Ydem de la Playa hacia a Belén

Ydem también de la Playa hacia la Caleta
Calle de San Francisco

Plaza espaciosa y salida al Muelle.

Veracruz Ag/to. 12 de 1791.

Migl del Corras [paraph]

Detailed Condition:
Soiled and some what crinkled, with areas of loss, repaired at an early date.
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