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Stock#: 43872mp2
Map Maker: Coronelli

Date: 1690 circa
Place: Venice
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 29 x 19 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

The Most Influential Cartographic Representation of North America in Globe Gore Format, from
Coronelli's Celebrated 42 inch Terrestrial Globe.

Decorative set of globe gores, forming the whole of North America, from Coronelli's 42 inch Terrestrial
Globe.

The present set of gores provides a remarkable large format depiction of North America, based upon the
monumental terrestrial globe constructed by Coronelli for Louis XIV. The gores are virtually identical to
the content of Coronelli's 2 sheet map of North America, with the exception of the elaborate explanatory
text in the text block at the top left corner. The vast majority of the vignettes are virtually identical.

While the most striking feature of the map is the depiction of California as an island, historically, it is
Coronelli's treatment of the Rio Grande that is of greatest significance. Earlier map makers had
consistently shown the river flowing into the Gulf of California. While Giovanni Battista Nicolosi was the
first to properly show the course of the Rio Grande flowing into the Gulf of Mexico, it was not until
Coronelli adopted this treatment of the river that it received universal acceptance. One of the annotations
in the map adjacent to Il Paeso (El Paso) notes that the course of the river has historically been depicted
as flowing southwest, but is correctly shown now flowing northeast.

In describing Coronelli's map of North America, Burden refers to it as "a major leap in the cartography of
the day. . . " Cartographically, Coronelli's depiction of the Great Lakes is the most advanced to date,
drawing on information from the explorations of Louis Jolliet and Jacques Marquette. The Mississippi basin
reflects the French discoveries of René-Robert Cavelier, and Sieur de La Salle on his first expedition of
1679-82. This map depicts La Salle's misplacement of the mouth of the Mississippi, which he located some



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

[North America] 5 Large Coronelli Globe Gores

Drawer Ref: Oversized 2 Stock#: 43872mp2
Page 2 of 2

600 miles to the west of its true location.

In the West, Coronelli's map contributes a significant amount of new information, drawn mostly from the
manuscript map drawn by Diego Dionisio de Peñalosa Briceño y Berdugo, which included numerous
previously unrecorded place names and divided the Rio Grande into the Rio Norte and the Rio Bravo in the
south. The manuscript map was prepared by Peñalosa between 1671 and 1687, as part of his attempts to
interest the French King Louis XIV, in a military expedition against New Spain.

The map is richly illustrated with a number of geographical vignettes and a number of annotations in
Italian, including one noting the discovery of the region by the Spanish in 1598 and several other dated
annotations, referencing early travels in the region. The cartouche in the Pacific Ocean refers to the
debate over California's insularity and references the explorers Cortez, Ulloa, Alarcon and Cabrillo in the
region. Offshore, a reference to Nuno Guzman's coastal exploration along the coast of Mexico in 1532, is
given. The cartography of the gore is very similar to Coronelli's 2 sheet map of North America, which
appeared in his Atlante Veneto, and there is some question as to which was published first.

Vincenzo Coronelli apprenticed as a Xylographer before joining the Convental Franciscans in 1665. In
about 1678, after studying Astronomy and Euclid, Coronelli began working as a geographer and was
commissioned to make a set of Terrestrial and Celestial Globes Ranuccio II Farnese, for the Duke of
Parma, which were 5 feet in diameter. Coronelli was next invited to Rome to construct a similar pair of
Globes for Louis XIV. From 1681 to 1683, Coronelli lived in Paris where he constructed a pair of 10 foot
diameter globes for the King at a weight of nearly 4000 pounds.

The fame and importance of Coronelli's globe led to the production of a 42 inch diameter globe in 1688,
for which complete of examples reside in a number of major institutional collections around the world.
Separate globe gore sheets from this famous globe periodically appear on the market. Coronelli worked
for a number of years as a Geographer and Theologian, before returning to Venice in 1705, where he
published his Atlante Veneto and founded the Accademia Cosmografica degli Argonauti.

Individual Coronelli Gores are rare on the market. This set of globe gores is an exceptional artifact,
offered in a stylistically unique presentation.

Detailed Condition:
3 complete and 2 partial globe gores. Several minor wormholes, expertly filled in the blank sections.
Several minor marginal tears. The whole has been joined to form a single sheet, with a faux border added
with old paper, in manuscript, for decorative purposes. The joinder process and color likely dates to the
second half of the 20th Century.


