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Isola de Zante (Old Color!)

Stock#: 27197

Map Maker: Bertelli

Date: 1574 circa
Place: Venice

Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG

Size: 6.3 x 8.5 inches
Price: $1,200.00
Description:

Fine early map of the Island of Zante, engraved by Natale Bonifacio (NB F in lower right corner).
As noted by Peter Meuer in The Stabo Illustratus Atlas:

The . . . best known cartographic works of the engraver Natale Bonifacio is a series of maps
showing Greek Islands in the Ionian and Aegean Seas. They are all undated and their
chronological sequence is difficult to ascertain. [The maps] . . . were first issued for a loose
sheet circulation, and then assembled in booklet form for interested customer. Some of the
maps, separately issued, appear in copies of the first edition of Ferrando Bertelli's "Civitatum
aliquot insignorum et locorum magis monitorum exacta delineation cum additione aliquot
Insularum principalium. Disegni di alcune pit illustri citta et fortezze del mondo con aggionta
di alcune Isole principali", of 1568. Others are known only from the second edition of the
Bertelli book, published by Donato in 1574 and from the undated "Isole Famose..." by Giovanni
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Francesco Camocio.

Due to the size of the maps, they were rarely added to composite (Lafreri) atlases. The present map of
Zakynthos seems to be based on an original drawing. The depiction of the essential elements is fairly
correct, although the bays appear overestimated in size.

Detailed Condition:
Old blue wash color. Trimmed close to neatlines, as is almost always the case with Lafreri maps.
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