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Stock#: 103053
Map Maker: Cram

Date: 1895
Place: Chicago
Color: Uncolored
Condition:
Size: 16 x 10 inches

Price: $ 175.00

Description:

Map of the City of Spokane Falls, Washington, published during the height of Spokane's major boom
period following the arrival of the Northern Pacific Railroad and Great Northern Railway to Spokane.

The growth of Spokane during the 16 year period after the Great Fire of 1889 is clearly in evidence, when
compared to Whitney's Map of the City of Spokane Falls and Environs. Washington, 1890. 
Between 1900 and 1910, the population of Spokane would triple as it became an important regional
commercial and transit hub.

The area which had become Spokane's Chinatown, between Howard and Bernard, is part of the "Resurvey
and Add. To Spokane Falls."

Spokane

Beginning in the 1830s and 1840s, American settlers began coming to the then Oregon Country by the
Oregon Trail. The first American settlers, squatters in the Spokane area, J.J. Downing and S.R. Scranton,
built a cabin and established a claim at Spokane Falls in 1871. Together they built a small sawmill on a
claim near the south bank of the Spokane Falls. James N. Glover and Jasper Matheney, Oregonians
passing through the region in 1873, recognized the value of the Spokane River and its falls. They bought
the claims of 160 acres and the sawmill from Downing and Scranton for a total of $4,000. Glover and
Matheney knew that the Northern Pacific Railroad Company had received a government charter to build a
main line across this northern route. Glover later became known as the "Father of Spokane".

In 1880, Fort Spokane was established by U.S. Army troops under Lt. Col. Henry Clay Merriam 56 miles
northwest of Spokane at the junction of the Columbia and Spokane Rivers to protect the construction of
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the Northern Pacific Railway and secure a place for U.S. settlement. By 1881, the Northern Pacific
Railway was completed, bringing major European settlement to the area. The city of Spokan Falls (the "e"
was added in 1883 and "Falls" dropped in 1891) was officially incorporated as a city of about 1,000
residents on November 29, 1881.

The city's population ballooned to 19,922 in 1890, and 36,848 in 1900 with the arrival of the railroads.
After the 1883 discovery of gold, silver, and lead in the in the Coeur d'Alene region of northern Idaho, this
precipitated a rush of prospectors into the region. The Inland Empire erupted with numerous mining
rushes from 1883 to the late 19th century. Mining emerged as a major stimulus to Spokane. At the onset
of the initial 1883 gold rush near Coeur d'Alene, Spokane became the outfitter of choice among
prospectors due to the area's proximity, lower prices, and convenience of being able to obtain everything
"from a horse to a frying pan". It would keep this status for subsequent rushes in the region due to its'
trade center status and accessibility to railroad infrastructure.

Spokane's growth continued unabated until August 4, 1889, when a fire, now known as The Great Fire,
destroyed the city's downtown commercial district.  After The Great Fire of 1889 and the rebuilding of the
downtown, the city was reincorporated under the present name of "Spokane" in 1891. Just three years
after the fire, in 1892, James J. Hill's Great Northern Railway had arrived in the newly created township of
Hillyard (annexed by Spokane in 1924)-the chosen site for Hill's rail yards. The railroads in Spokane made
it a transportation hub for the Inland Northwest region.

Starting in 1890, Francis H. Cook initiated the Spokane and Montrose Street Railway, forming the
foundation of what would become the Spokane and Inland Empire Railroad Company. This was sold to Jay
P. Graves' group in 1902, leading to the formation of the Spokane Traction Company in 1903 and its
reconstitution as the Spokane and Inland Empire Railroad Company in 1904. This entity extended its
routes throughout Spokane, affecting areas like Corbin Park, Hillyard, and Lincoln Heights. 

Spokane transformed into a critical commercial and rail hub of the Inland Northwest, positioned
strategically among significant geographic and industrial zones, amplified by its location at the crossroads
of four transcontinental railroads. By 1900, the population had escalated to 36,848 due to railroad-driven
immigration from regions as diverse as Finland, Germany, England, Minnesota, and the Dakotas, attracted
by promotional campaigns touting "Spokane Country."

Additionally, a substantial Asian community formed in an area known as Chinatown, evolving from a
transient labor camp primarily for Chinese workers into a more stable community, particularly with the
influx of Japanese families around 1900. This area, initially marred by a negative reputation, improved
significantly as more families settled, contributing to cultural diversity and establishing places of worship
like the First German Baptist Church in East Central.
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By 1910, Spokane's population soared to 104,000, bolstered by the expanding railroad connections to
major commerce centers in the east, west, and Canada, surpassing Walla Walla as the region’s commercial
nucleus. Consequently, Spokane emerged as the "capital" of the Inland Empire, central to the region's
extensive tributary network.

Detailed Condition:


