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Stock#: 101857
Map Maker: West

Date: 1817
Place: Philadelphia
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 21.5 x 16 inches (plate size)

Price: $ 3,500.00

Description:

This dramatic Battle of New Orleans etching and engraving, drawn by William Edward West and engraved
and published by J. Yeager, is a sober depiction of a critical encounter during the War of 1812. This
print presents the American perspective of a critical blow to the British forces, the death of General
Pakenham's amidst the fray of battle.

The view shows British troops advancing while American defenses hold firm. The print's lower margin
features a portrait of General Andrew Jackson, underlining his leadership in the American victory.

The image is intentionally redolent of Benjamin West's "The Death of General Wolfe" the famous image of
the battlefield death of another British General some sixty years earlier during the French and Indian War.

General Pakenham's Death

General Sir Edward Pakenham, a British Army officer, met his end on January 8, 1815, during the Battle of
New Orleans, part of the War of 1812 between the United States and Britain. Leading an assault against
American forces commanded by future President Andrew Jackson, Pakenham was struck by grapeshot
from American artillery as he rode forward to encourage his troops amidst the assault. The injuries proved
fatal, leading to his death on the battlefield. His demise marked a significant moment in the battle, which
ultimately resulted in a decisive victory for the American forces, and it underscored the high cost of the
conflict for both sides. Pakenham's death was a poignant symbol of the end of the War of 1812, coming
shortly before the Treaty of Ghent was ratified, officially ending the war.



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Battle of New Orleans and Death of Major General Packenham on the 8th of January
1815.

Drawer Ref: Louisiana Stock#: 101857
Page 2 of 2

States

This would appear to be the third state of the engraving.

Detailed Condition:
Etching and engraving on early-19th-century wove paper. Some minor toning. Wide margins. A dark and
clear impression.


