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Stock#: 95599
Map Maker: Keur

Date: 1554 circa
Place: Basle
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 6.25 x 8.25 inches

Price: $ 195.00

Description:

Interesting woodcut plan illustrating the Siege of Metz (1552-1553), which first appeared in Munster's
Cosmographia in 1554.

The Siege of Metz lasted from October 1552 to January 1-5, 1553, during the so-called Italian War of
1551–59. This conflict was embedded in a larger struggle involving religious and political ambitions
throughout Europe.

The conflict's backdrop was set by the end of the Augsburg Interim, a period of religious tension and
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division. The Protestant princes of the Schmalkaldic League, seeking support against the Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V, reached out to Henry II of France. The outcome of this collaboration was the Treaty of
Chambord, wherein the free cities of Toul, Verdun, and Metz, known as the 'Three Bishoprics', were ceded
to the Kingdom of France.

Subsequent to this treaty, Charles V, in an attempt to reclaim these territories, laid siege to Metz, which
was fortified and manned by a French garrison under the command of Francis, Duke of Guise. The siege
saw significant bombardment, with cannonades causing extensive damage to the medieval fortifications of
Metz. Yet, despite the superior firepower and the intensity of the siege, the Imperial forces could not
breach the city's defenses.

The situation for Charles V and his army grew dire as diseases, namely typhus, dysentery, and scurvy,
ravaged the ranks. These health crises, combined with the resilient defense of Metz, forced Charles to
make a strategic withdrawal, leaving behind those too sick or injured to travel.

Post-siege, Metz operated as a French protectorate, known as "République messine", until 1648. It was
only with the Treaty of Westphalia that Metz's annexation to France was formalized. 

Detailed Condition:


