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[ Porto Calvo ] Eroberung der Vestung Povacon zu Porto Calvo in Brasilia, durch Graff
Joh. Mauritz van Nassau General in Brasilien, im Febuario und Mario Anno 1637 ...

Stock#: 0325gh

Map Maker: Merian

Date: 1640 circa
Place: Frankfurt
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+

Size: 14 x 10.5 inches
Price: SOLD
Description:

Bird's-eye view of the Dutch capture of the fort at Porto Calvo in 1637, from Merian's Theatrum
Europaeum.

This bird's-eye view illustrates the Dutch capture of the fort at Porto Calvo in February and March of
1637. The region was a major area of conflict between the Portuguese and the Dutch in their battle to
control the sugar industry in Brazil. Porto Calvo changed hands several times between 1635 and March of
1645.

The conquest of Olinda by Loncq in 1630, later of other sections of the Brazilian coast, with the fortified
Recife and Pernambuco as the chief points, proved to be very costly for the Dutch, both in terms of money
and resource, especially under the management of Colonel Christoff Artischowsky, a Pole in the service of
the States and the real founder of the Dutch possessions in Brazil.

Count John Maurice of Nassau, one of John of Nassau's many grandsons, was appointed head of the new
colony in 1637 for five years. He went out with a small force of nearly 3000 men and 12 ships and began to
strengthen the Dutch hold on the region. Unfortunately, over time, disagreements between Maurice and
Artischowsky and the Dutch West India Company's poor support for Maurice resulted in his departure
from the region and its retaking by the Portugese in 1645.
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