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Description:

This survey chart, produced by the United States Coast Survey (USCS), is a striking testament to the
extensive and meticulous work done to chart the western coast of the United States, from the Umpquah
River in Oregon up to the Straits of Juan de Fuca, marking the boundary with Canada. An integral part of
the United States' westward expansion, the survey charts were critical tools for navigation, development,
and defense.

Eight coastal profiles visually portray some of the most prominent geographical landmarks along the
coast, from the rocky promontories of Cape Flattery to the sandy beaches of Cape Perpetua, each with
their own unique history and significance.

Cape Disappointment, named by Captain John Meares in 1788 after failing to cross the Columbia River
bar, is a place of stark beauty. Its treacherous waters have earned it the nickname of "Graveyard of the
Pacific," but its importance as the northern boundary of the mouth of the Columbia River cannot be
overstated.
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Further north, Cape Flattery marks the northwesternmost point of the contiguous United States, first
named by Captain James Cook in 1778. Today, it's part of the Makah Reservation, the indigenous people
who have inhabited the region for thousands of years.

Flattery Rocks, Destruction Island, and Pt. Grenville are all coastal features charted along the Washington
coast, bearing the imprints of both the natural forces that shaped them and the historical encounters,
often marked by shipwrecks and explorations, that named them.

Tillamook Head, a high promontory in Oregon, is named after the Tillamook people, who inhabited the
area for centuries. The famed American explorers Lewis and Clark described this dramatic vista in their
journals during their westward expedition in the early 1800s.

Cape Lookout, another remarkable feature on the Oregon coast, provides a vantage point for spotting
migrating whales. Its lighthouse, although not built until 1881, would have been a significant navigational
point for ships during the latter half of the 19th century.

Finally, Cape Perpetua, located in the Siuslaw National Forest, is a headland that stands as the highest
point on the Oregon Coast. The area is rich in Native American history and boasts a diverse range of flora
and fauna.

The survey chart is also rich in sailing directions, soundings, and other maritime details that were
essential for safe and efficient navigation. Land features and water depths are meticulously rendered,
demonstrating the rigor and attention to detail of the survey team. The combination of these features
along with the coastal profiles make the chart not only a practical tool for navigation but also a historical
record of the region's geographical and human history.

Detailed Condition:
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