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Stock#: 94152
Map Maker: Anonymous

Date: 1700 circa
Place: n.p.
Color: (See Description)
Condition: VG
Size: 12.25 x 16.5 inches

Price: $ 7,500.00

Description:

This engaging chalk pastel cartoon, likely created in the first half of the 18th century or somewhat earlier,
personifies the continent of America as a woman, reflecting a tradition of allegorical representations
extending well into the 17th century and beyond. Rendered with skilled, detailed strokes, the image
captures the period's fascination with the newly explored lands and their varied, exotic inhabitants.

The practice of personifying continents as female figures traces its roots back to the Renaissance and was
popularized during the Age of Exploration. In this particular work, the female figure of America is depicted
with an arrow in her right hand, her left breast revealed, and a jewel-encrusted diadem with feather
plumes gracing her hair. Over her shoulder, a small lizard serves as a stand-in for the traditional alligator,
a symbol often associated with the continent. These elements combined form an artistic interpretation of
the 'wild' and 'exotic' aspects attributed to the New World.

This pastel cartoon is thought to be part of a larger set, possibly including similar personifications of Asia,
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Europe, and Africa. Such series were common during the period, offering a comprehensive tableau of the
known world. Though the image appears unfinished, its high level of execution indicates it was intended as
a cartoon—a full-size preparatory study for a final artwork, perhaps an oil painting or an engraving.

As an artifact, this chalk pastel cartoon is a window into the cultural imagination of the Enlightenment era.
It stands as an artistic testament to a time of unprecedented exploration and discovery, capturing the
intrigue and allure of a new world, as seen from the old.

Detailed Condition:
Chalk pastel on laid paper, loosely mounted on two antique wood boards. Framed and glazed in an antique
wooden frame, with evidence of the drawing having lived in the frame for a substantial length of time.


